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(57) ABSTRACT

A connector is provided which includes a housing in which a
terminal is accommodated, and a retainer which is mounted
on the housing to prevent movement of the terminal in the
direction of detachment. A retainer insertion hole is provided
on the housing to insert the retainer, and a provisional locking
projection and a final locking projection are provided which
extend into the retainer insertion hole. A guide portion is
provided in the retainer which is flexibly deformed by inter-
ference from the provisional locking projection and the final
locking projection, and a locked portion is formed, whichis a
locking hole opened in the guide portion. The locked portion
and the provisional locking projection are temporarily locked
during the insertion process, and the locked portion and the
final locking projection are locked at the end of the insertion
process.

5 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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1
CONNECTOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a connector with a retainer
to prevent terminals from being detached.

BACKGROUND ART

Existing connectors with a retainer to prevent terminals
from being detached include a connector disclosed in Patent
Literature 1. As illustrated in FIGS. 13 to 16, the connector 50
includes a housing 51 containing terminals 70 and a retainer
60 which is mounted on the housing 51 to prevent the termi-
nals 70 from moving in the direction of detachment.

The housing 51 includes a housing body portion 52, a
bending space S on the left and right outer sides of the housing
body portion 52, and a pair of reinforcing beam portions 53
provided integrally with the housing body portion 52 with the
bending space S in between. The housing body portion 52
includes a connector fitting chamber (not illustrated) into
which a mating connector is fitted and two terminal cavities
54 opened in the innermost position in the connector fitting
chamber (not illustrated). Each of the terminal cavities 54
receives a terminal 70 inserted from the side opposite to the
connector fitting chamber (not illustrated). The terminals 70
fully inserted in the terminal cavities 54 are prevented from
moving in the direction of detachment by a lance (not illus-
trated) on a side of the housing body portion 52. The terminal
70 received in the terminal cavity 54 projects its mating
contact portion (not illustrated) into the connector fitting
chamber (not illustrated).

A retainer insertion hole 55 that is opened at the two ter-
minal cavities 54 from above is provided in the housing body
portion 52. A pair of provisional locking projections 56 and a
pair of final locking projections 57 which project at the left
and right positions of the retainer insertion hole 55 are pro-
vided in the housing body portion 52.

The retainer 60 includes a retainer may body 61 and a pair
of elastic arms 62 which is vertically suspended from both
sides of the retainer main body 61 and can bend and deform.
Two terminal locking portions 6la are provided in the
retainer main body 61. A locking claw 62a projecting from
the inner surface of the tip of each of the elastic arms 62 is
provided in each of the elastic arms 62.

A procedure for attaching terminals to the housing 51 will
now be described. First, the retainer 60 is inserted into the
retainer insertion hole 55 from above the housing 51 as illus-
trated in FIG. 14. Then, the pair of locking claws 624 of the
retainer 60 interferes with each of the provisional locking
projections 56 of the housing 51, but each of the elastic arms
62 bends and deforms by a reactive force from each of the
provisional locking projections 56 to allow insertion of the
retainer 60. When the retainer 60 is inserted to a position
where the locking claws 62a thereof override the provisional
locking projections 56, the elastic arms 62 bends and restores
the deformation. Thereby, each of the locking claws 62a of
the retainer 60 is locked at the provisional locking projection
56 of the housing 51 as illustrated in FIG. 15. Thus, the
retainer 60 is provisionally locked. At the provisional locking
position, the respective terminal locking portions 61a of the
retainer 60 are located at a position before entering the ter-
minal cavities 54.

Then, the terminals 70 are inserted into the depth of the
terminal cavities 54. When the terminals 70 are fully inserted,
the lance (not illustrated) prevents movement in the direction
of detachment.
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Then, the retainer 60 is into the depth of the retainer inser-
tion hole 55. Then, each of the locking claws 62a of the
retainer 60 interferes with each of the final locking projec-
tions 57 of the housing 51, but each of the elastic arms 62
bends and deforms by a reactive force from each of the final
locking projections 57 to allow insertion of the retainer 60.
When the retainer 60 is inserted to a position where the pair of
locking claws 62a overrides each of the final locking projec-
tions 57, each of the elastic arms 62 bends and restores the
deformation. Thereby, each of the locking claws 62a of the
retainer 60 is locked at the final locking projections 57 of the
housing 51 as illustrated in FIG. 16. Thus, the retainer 60 is
finally locked. At the final locking position, each of the ter-
minal locking portions 61a of the retainer 60 enters each of
the terminal cavities 54 to prevent the movement of the ter-
minals 70 in the direction of detachment.

In this conventional example, detachment of the terminals
70 can be reliably prevented because the terminals 70 are
doubly locked by the lance (not illustrated) and the retainer
60.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

[Patent Literature 1] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2005-327503

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, since the locking structure on the retainer 60 side
of'the connector 50 of the conventional example is constituted
by the elastic arms 62 and the locking claws 624, the locking
structure on the retainer 60 side has a large width dimension
W2. The provisional locking projection 56 and the final lock-
ing projection 57 bend and deform from the front end position
of'the provisional locking projection 56 and the final locking
projection 57 by a distance equal to the width dimension W2
of the elastic arm 62 and the locking claw 62a. Accordingly,
a large bending deformation clearance Z2 (illustrated in
FIGS. 15 and 16) needs to be provided for the elastic arms 62
and locking claws 62a. Because of the large bending defor-
mation clearances 72, the connector 50 is large in size.

In order to reduce the size of the connector 50, the dimen-
sions of projections of the provisional locking projections 56
and the final locking projections 57 and the dimensions of
projections of the locking claws 62a of the elastic arms 62 can
be reduced. However, such a structure cannot be used because
the structure reduces the force to lock and hold the retainer 60
in the housing 51 and consequently the retainer 60 can be
moved or come off due to vibrations during transportation of
the connector or other causes.

The present invention has been made in order to solve the
problem described above and an object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a smaller connector by reducing bending
deformation clearances in a retainer.

Solution to Problem

The present invention provides a connector including a
housing in which a terminal is accommodated and a retainer
which is mounted on the housing to prevent the terminal from
moving in the direction of detachment, wherein a retainer
insertion hole through which the retainer is inserted, and a
provisional locking projection and a final locking projection
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which project into the retainer insertion hole are provided in
the housing, a bending deformation portion which bends and
deforms by interference with each of the provisional locking
projection and the final locking projection is provided in the
retainer, and a locked portion is provided in the bending
deformation portion, wherein

the locked portion and the provisional locking projection
are locked together to be brought into a provisional locking
state in an intermediate insertion position of the retainer into
the retainer insertion hole, and the locked portion and the final
locking projection are locked together to be brought into a
final locking state in an insertion completion position of the
retainer into the retainer insertion hole, and wherein the
locked portion is formed as a locking hole opened in the
bending deformation portion.

The bending deformation portion is preferably a guide
portion provided continuously to the retainer main body.

In the guide portion, a beam portion surrounding the lock-
ing hole is formed thinner than the rest of the guide portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a perspective view of a housing.

FIG. 2 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a plan view of the housing.

FIG. 3 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tionand s a cross-sectional view taken along line A-A of FIG.
2.

FIG. 4 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a perspective view of a retainer.

FIG. 5 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a side view of the retainer.

FIG. 6 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tionand is a cross-sectional view taken along line B-B of FIG.
5.

FIG. 7 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a perspective view of the connector in which the
retainer is set in a provisional locking position.

FIG. 8 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a plan view of the connector in which the retainer
is set in the provisional locking position.

FIG. 9 illustrates the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a perspective view of the connector in which the
retainer is set in a final locking position.

FIG. 10 illustrates a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion and is a plan view of the connector in which the retainer
is set in the final locking position.

FIG. 11 illustrates the first embodiment of the present
invention, where FIG. 11(a) is a cross-sectional view taken
along line C-C of FIG. 8, and FIG. 11(5) is a cross-sectional
view taken along line D-D of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 illustrates a modified example of the present inven-
tion and is a perspective view of a retainer.

FIG. 13 illustrates an example of existing techniques and is
a plan view of a housing.

FIG. 14 illustrates the example of existing techniques and
is arear view illustrating a process of mounting the retainer to
the housing and a state before the retainer is mounted.

FIG. 15 illustrates the example of existing techniques and
is a cross-sectional view illustrating the process of mounting
the retainer in the housing and illustrating a state where the
retainer is set in the provisional locking position.

FIG. 16 illustrates the example of existing techniques and
is a cross-sectional view illustrating the process of mounting
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4

the retainer in the housing and illustrating a state where the
retainer is set in the final locking position.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A first embodiment of the present invention will be
described below with reference to drawings.

First Embodiment

FIGS. 1 to 11 illustrate the first embodiment of the present
invention. A connector 1 includes a housing 2 in which ter-
minals (not illustrated) are accommodated and a retainer 20
which is mounted on the housing 2 to prevent movement of
the terminals (not illustrated) in the direction of detachment.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3, the housing 2 includes a
connector fitting chamber (not illustrated) into which a mat-
ing connector is to be fitted and a plurality of terminal cavities
3 opened in the innermost position of a connector fitting
chamber (not illustrated) and arranged in two rows. The con-
nector fitting chamber (not illustrated) is opened in the front
surface of the housing 2. A lance (not illustrated) formed
integrally with the housing 2 projects into each of the terminal
cavities 3. Each of the terminal cavities 3 receives a terminal
inserted from the side opposite to the connector fitting cham-
ber (not illustrated). The terminal (not illustrated) received in
the terminal cavity 3 projects its mating contact portion (not
illustrated) into the connector fitting chamber (not illus-
trated).

A retainer insertion hole 4 opened at the top surface of the
housing 2 is provided in the housing 2. The retainer insertion
hole 4 is constituted by a retainer main body insertion hole 4a
and a pair of guide portion insertion holes 45, which is a pair
of bending deformation portion insertion holes, provided
continuously to the retainer main body insertion hole 4a. The
terminal cavities 3 in the upper row and the top walls of the
terminal cavities 3 in the lower row are cut out in most
locations corresponding to the retainer main body insertion
hole 4a. Accordingly, the retainer main body insertion hole 4a
extends completely through all of the terminal cavities 3 in
the upper row and the top walls of all of the terminal cavities
3 in the lower row. The terminal cavities 3 in the two rows are
disposed in a location corresponding to the region between
the pair of guide portion insertion holes 45 in the retainer
main body insertion hole 4a. The top surface constituting the
terminal cavities 3 in the two rows are formed as a retainer
insertion restricting surface 3a. The left and right side sur-
faces constituting the terminal cavities 3 in the two rows are
formed as a pair of guide surfaces 34.

Provisional locking projections 5 and final locking projec-
tions 6 are successively provided along the vertical direction
of each of the pair of guide surfaces 3b6. The provisional
locking projections 5 and the final locking projections 6 are
projected in symmetrical positions in the pair of guide portion
insertion holes 45. The provisional locking projections 5 are
disposed above the final locking projections 6. Each of the
provisional locking projections 5 and the final locking pro-
jections 6 has a tapered surface projecting outward from top
toward bottom and the lower surface is formed as a vertical
surface.

As illustrated in FIGS. 4 to 6, the retainer 20 includes a
retainer main body 21, atop surface restricting wall 22 pro-
vided continuously to the upper wall of the retainer main body
21, and guide portions 23 which are a pair of bending defor-
mation portions provided continuously to both of the lower
ends of the sides of the top surface restricting wall 22 and the
sidewalls of the retainer main body 21.
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The retainer main body 21 includes auxiliary terminal
cavities 21a corresponding to the terminal cavities 3 in the
upper row and includes a plurality of terminal locking por-
tions 214 in positions corresponding to the terminal cavities 3
in the two rows. The auxiliary terminal cavities 21a comple-
ment the cut out terminal cavities 3 when the retainer 20 is at
the housing mounting position. The terminal locking portions
215 are located in the terminal cavities 3 in the two rows to
prevent the terminals (not illustrated) from moving in the
direction of detachment when the retainer 20 is at the housing
mounting position.

The top surface restricting wall 22 abuts on the retainer
insertion restricting surface 3a when the retainer 20 is
mounted. This allows the retainer 20 to be mounted in the
retainer insertion hole 4 at a proper insertion depth.

The distance between the pair of guide portions 23 is set to
the distance of the pair of guide surfaces 35. This allows the
retainer 20 to be inserted in the retainer insertion hole 4 while
the pair of guide portions 23 is guided by the pair of guide
surfaces 3. The pair of guide portions 23 is made thinner than
the sidewalls of the retainer main body 21. This sets the pair
of guide portions 23 so as to be able to bend and deform to
override the provisional locking projections 5 and the final
locking projections 6.

Alocking hole 24, which is a locked portion, is provided in
each of the guide portions 23. Each locking hole 24 is a
rectangular hole opened in the direction in which the guide
portion 23 bends and deforms. Each locking hole 24 is not
opened at the edge face of the guide portion 23 but is sur-
rounded by a closed-loop hole inner surface. Accordingly,
although the locking holes 24 are opened, a high rigidity of
each guide portion 23 is maintained by double-supported
beam portions 235, 23¢. The beam portion 235 is formed by
the guide portion 23 while the beam portion 23¢ is formed by
aportion of the retainer main body 21 that is continuous to the
guide portions 23.

The front end side of each guide portion 23 beyond the
locking hole 24 is an insertion front end portion 23a. The
inner surface of the insertion front end portion 23a is tapered.

A procedure for attaching the terminals to the housing 2
will now be described. First, the retainer 20 is inserted into the
retainer insertion hole 4 from above the housing 2. The
retainer main body 21 and the top surface restricting wall 22
of the retainer 20 are inserted into the retainer main body
insertion hole 4a and the pair of guide portions 23 of the
retainer 20 is inserted into the pair of guide portion insertion
holes 4b. During the insertion, first the insertion front end
portions 23a of the pair of guide portions 23 of the retainer 20
interfere with the provisional locking projections 5 of the
housing 2 but each guide portion 23 bends and deforms by a
reactive force from each provisional locking projection 5 to
allow the retainer 20 to be inserted. When the retainer 20 is
inserted to a position where the insertion front end portions
23a of'the pair of guide portions 23 of the retainer 20 override
the provisional locking projections 5, the guide portions 23
bend and restore the deformation. Thereby, the provisional
locking projections 5 of the housing 2 are locked in the
locking holes 24 of the guide portions 23 of the retainer 20 as
illustrated in FIGS. 7, 8 and 11(a) in an intermediate insertion
position of the retainer 20. Thus, the retainer 20 is provision-
ally locked. At the provisional insertion position, the terminal
locking portions 215 of the retainer 20 are located in the
position before entering the terminal cavities 3.
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Then, the terminals (not illustrated) are inserted into the
terminal cavities 3. When the terminals (not illustrated) are
fully inserted, the lances (not illustrated) prevent movement
in the direction of detachment.

Then, the retainer 20 is inserted into the depth of the
retainer insertion hole 4. The insertion front end portions 23«
of the pair of guide portions 23 of the retainer 20 interfere
with the final locking projections 6 of the housing 2, but each
guide portion 23 bends and deforms by a reactive force from
each final locking projection 6 to allow insertion of the
retainer 20. When the retainer 20 is inserted to a position
where the insertion front end portions 23a of the pair of guide
portions 23 override the final locking projections 6, the guide
portions 23 bend and restore the deformation. Thereby, the
final locking projections 6 of the housing 2 are locked in the
locking holes 24 of the pair of guide portions 23 of the retainer
20 as illustrated in FIGS. 9, 10 and 11(b) in an insertion
completion position of the retainer 20. Thus, the retainer 20 is
finally locked. At the final locking position, the terminal
locking portions 215 of the retainer 20 enter the terminal
cavities 3 to prevent the terminals (not illustrated) from mov-
ing in the direction of detachment. This completes the attach-
ment of the terminals (not illustrated).

Since the terminals (not illustrated) accommodated in the
housing 2 are doubly locked by the lances (not illustrated) and
the retainer 20, the detachment of terminals (not illustrated) is
reliably prevented.

As has been described above, the locked portions of the
retainer 20 are formed by the locking holes 24 opened in the
guide portions 23. Accordingly, only a minimum of bending
deformation clearance that is equal to the thickness dimen-
sion W1 (illustrated in FIG. 6) of each of the guide portions 23
needs to be provided for the provisional locking projection 5
and the final locking projection 6. Thus, the bending defor-
mation clearance can be made smaller by the size of the
locking claw as compared with that of the conventional
example. In other words, if the width of the bending defor-
mation clearance for the guide portion 23, that is, the total of
the length of the projecting portion of the provisional locking
projection 5 and the final locking projection 6 and the thick-
ness dimension of the guide portion 23 is equal to the width
dimension Z of the guide portion insertion hole 45 (illustrated
in FIG. 11), only a minimum of bending deformation clear-
ance that is equal to the width dimension Z needs to be
provided. Thus, a smaller bending deformation clearance
than before can be chosen and consequently the size of the
connector 1 can be made smaller.

Although the locking holes 24 are opened in the guide
portions 23, a high stiffness is ensured by the double-sup-
ported beam structure. Therefore, the force to lock and hold
the retainer 20 in the housing 2 does not decrease and conse-
quently the retainer 20 can be prevented from moving or
coming off due to vibrations during transportation of the
connector or other causes.

The pair of bending deformation portions is the pair of
guide portions 23 provided continuously to the retainer main
body 21. Accordingly, the pair of guide portions 23 serves as
both a guide and a locking structure to the retainer insertion
hole 4 and consequently the configuration can be simplified.
The guide portions 23 are provided continuous to the retainer
main body 21 to provide a rigid structure, which also
improves the force to lock and hold the retainer 20 to the
housing 2.

(Modified Example of Retainer)

FIG. 12 illustrates a modified example of the retainer 20.
One of beam portions 235 surrounding the locking hole 24 of
the retainer 20A is formed thinner than the other portions
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unlike in the retainer 20 of the embodiment described above.
With this, the rigidity of the guide potions 23 is adjusted to fall
within a desired range. In other words, the rigidity of the
guide portions 23 can be readily adjusted with the ease of
simply varying the thickness of the beam portions 2356. The
thickness of the beam portions 235 can be adjusted simply by
adjusting cutting of a mold.

The rest of the configuration is the same as the configura-
tion of the embodiment described previously and therefore
description of the rest of the configuration will be omitted.
The same components in FIG. 12 as those of the embodiment
described previously are given the same reference numerals
for clarity.

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
008833 filed on Jan. 19, 2012 and the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to the present invention, since the provisional
locking projections and final locking projections are locked
into the locking holes provided in the bending deformation
portions, only a minimum of bending deformation clearance
that is equal to the total of the projection dimension of the
provisional locking projection and the final locking projec-
tion and the thickness dimension of the bending deformation
portion needs to be provided and thus the bending deforma-
tion clearance can be made smaller than that of the conven-
tional example. In this way, the bending deformation clear-
ance in the container can be made smaller to reduce the size of
the connector.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 Connector

2 Housing

4 Retainer insertion hole

4a Retainer main body insertion hole
45 Guide portion insertion hole

5 Provisional locking projection

6 Final locking projection

20, 20A Retainer

21 Retainer main body
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23 Guide portion (Bending deformation portion)
23b, 23¢ Beam portion
24 Locking hole (LLocked portion)

The invention claimed is:
1. A connector comprising:
a housing in which a terminal is accommodated, and
a retainer which is mounted on the housing to prevent the
terminal from moving in the direction of detachment,

wherein a retainer insertion hole through which the retainer
is inserted along an insertion direction, and a provisional
locking projection and a final locking projection which
project into the retainer insertion hole are provided in the
housing,

wherein the retainer includes a bending deformation por-

tion which bends and deforms by interference with each
of the provisional locking projection and the final lock-
ing projection, and a locked portion is provided in the
bending deformation portion,

wherein the locked portion and the provisional locking

projection are locked together to be brought into a pro-
visional locking state in an intermediate insertion posi-
tion of the retainer into the retainer insertion hole, and
the locked portion and the final locking projection are
locked together to be brought into a final locking state in
an insertion completion position of the retainer into the
retainer insertion hole, and wherein

wherein the locked portion is formed as a locking hole

opened in the bending deformation portion.

2. The connector according to claim 1,

wherein the bending deformation portion is a guide portion

provided continuously to a retainer main body.

3. The connector according to claim 2,

wherein in the guide portion, a beam portion surrounding

the locking hole is formed thinner than the rest of the
guide portion.

4. The connector according to claim 1, wherein the bending
deformation portion is a pair of guide portions provided con-
tinuously to a retainer main body.

5. The connector according to claim 1, wherein the provi-
sional locking projection and the final locking projection are
successively provided along the insertion direction of the
retainer.



